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which appears with never-tuiling regu-
larity on the first day ot each session of
Parliament. The passing of last year's
Appropriation Act 2ave the Guvernment
supplies up till to-day. This Bill pro-
vides further “supplies until the end of
Augusl,  The measure requires o expla.
nation trom me. li is necessary in order
to enable the publie administration to he
carried an, to provide funds fur the eon?
tinuance of public works already a-
thorised by Parliamen! and to pay (the
salaries of civil servants and other Gov-
ernment employees, | move—
That the Bill be now read a second

time.

Question pnt and passed.

Bill read a zecond tine.

fn Commitlee, elcetera.

Rill passed through Comwiitee withoui
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read n third time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. AL Drew): I have given ihe malter of
adjournment ecareful consideration, and
come to the conelugion that it is advisable
we should proceed with 1he bnsiness dur-
ing the week, and not adjourn unlil next
Tuesiday. Members have come down from
the country, probably at greal inconveui-
ence. and 1 preswme (hey have come down
to work. Instead of moving for the ad-
jonrnment until Tuesday or Thursday
next, I propose to move that we adjonrn
unlil to-morrow. 1 therefore move—

That the Honsze do now adjourn.

Qnezijon passed.

House adjourned at 5.17 p.m.

dlegislative Elssembly,

Tuesday, 30th June, 1914

FAGE
Meeting of the Assembly .. . . .. 13
Election return, Kalgoorlie .. .. . 18
Papers presented .. .. .. 18
Bill : Initlntive and Rcfereudum BT . 16
tiovernor's Opening Speech . .. .. 1%
Supply Bill, £1,378,650, all sl.ru.,('.s . . ig
Address-in- reply first, da 1y .. .. 28
Temporary Chalrmen, of Committees .. .- 41
Adjournment, special . .. . 41

MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The Legisiative Assembly met at” 3
p.m., pursuant to proclamation by His
[Exeellency the Governor, whieh proelama-
tion was read by the Clerk (Mr. A. R.
Girant). The Speaker iocok the Chair.

ELECTION RETURN—
KALGOORLIE,

The Speaker announuced the reiurn to
a wril Issued for (he eleclion of a member
for Kalgoorlie, showing that Mr. George
MeLeod had been duly elecled.

Mr. MeLeod made and subscribed the
affirmation n lien of the oath of allegi-
anee and signed the roll.

Mr, Bpeaker and lon. wmembers, n
response to summons, proceeded to the
Legislative (ouneil Chamber to hear the
Giovernor's Speech in formally opening
the session of Parliament (vide Council
report anfe) and having returned to the
Legislative  Assembly  Chamber. the
Speaker resmned the Chair.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Memorandum of
agrevmeni hetween the Government of
Western Australia and the Governor of
the Commonwealth Bank of Australasia,
dated 30th June, 1914. 2, Workers’
Homes Aet. 1911, and Workers’ Homes
Ac¢l Amendment Act. 1912, amendments
to regulations and schedule. 3. Land
and Income Tax Assessment Aet, 1907,
amended regnlations.

Ry the Minister for Lands: }. Agri-
cultural Bank, report for vear ended 30th
June, 1913. 2, Tand Aet Amendment
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Act, 1902, permission to construcet a tim-
ber tramway. 3, Licensed Surveyors Act,
1909. regulalions. 4, Land Aect, 1898,
and amendments, regunlafions., 5, Ceme-
teries Act, 1887, by-laws.

By the Minister for Railways: 1 (a)
West Australian Government railways,
rates and general regulations for the con-
veyance of passengers, ete.; (b) By-laws
1 to H4 for regulating the use of the
Government railwayz; (¢) Amendment
of by-law relating te leave of absence
for militery duty. 32, Government
Railways Act, 1904, reports and returns
for quarters ended 31st December, 1913,
and 31st Mareh, 1914. 3, West Austra-
lian Government tramways, rules and re-
gulations for guidance of officers and
men, ete,

By the Attorney General: Edueation
Department, report for vear 1913

By the Minister for Works: 1, Water
Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage De-
partment, by-laws—(a) Cue-Day Dawn,
{b) Goldfields Water Supply, (¢) Pin-
gelly Water Supply, (d) Leonora Water
Supply, {(f) Sandstone Water Sup-
ply, (g} Metropolitan Water Supply,
{h; Pingelly, Meekatharra, Roebourne,
Geraldton, and Derby Water Supplies.
2, Munigipal Corporations Aet, 1906, by-
laws of (a) Geraldton, (b) Perth, (e¢)
Sonth Perth, (d) Kalgoorlie, (e) Leeder-
ville, (f) Vietoria Park, (g) Albany. 3,
Roads Aet, 1911, (a) Bylaws relating
to heavy traffie, (b} rcgulating mwtor
trafic. 4, Bylaws of roads boards »f
(a) West Guiidford, (b) Brookton, (e)
Kalgoorlie, (d) Denmurk, (ei Lawlers,
(f) Merredin, {g) Wilana, {Ii}) Murray,
(i) Gingin, (j) Kellerberrin, (k} West
Guildford, (1) Gingin, (m) Kunjinn, (n)
Phiilips River, (o) Sharks Bay, (p) Ash-
burlon,

By Hen. W €. Angwin (Honorary
Minister}: 1. Annval Reports of (a)
Abarigines Devartment, (b) Inspector
@eneral of the Tnsane; {e¢) West Aus-
tralian Fire Brigades Board, (d) Perth
Observatary, (e} Fremantle Public Hos-
pital, (£) Perth Public Hospital. 2. Fre-
mantle Harbour Trast, amended regula-
tions and additional regulalions. 3,
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Pearling Act 1912, (a) Caucellation of
Reserve, Egg Island Bay, (b} Closure of
waters, Shark Bay Pearl Shell area. 4,
Fisberies Act, repumiations. 5, Shearers’
Accommodation Acl, 1912, regulations.
6, Game Act, 1012.13, regulations. 7, In-
terstate Destitute Persons Relief Aect,
1912, amendment and regulations. 8,
Criminal Code, 1903, regulations. 9,
State Children Aet, 1907, reguiations.
10, Perth Astrographic Catalogue. 11,
Workers’ Compensation Aect, 1912, addi-
tions to regulations. 12, Onslow Jetty,
reduetion of wharfage rates. 13, By-
laws of ITealth Boards of (a) Maylands,
(b) PRlack Range, (c) Hopetonn, (d)
Narrogin, (e) Deonnybrook, (f) Fsper-
anee, (g' Osborne Park, (h) Perth, (i)
Harvey, (j) Westen, (k) Onzlow), (1}
Albany, (m) TFramantle,

BILL—IRITIATIVE AND REFER-
ENDUM,

The PREMIER, by leave, without no-
tice (by way of asserting privilege), in-
troduced a Bill for an Act to provide for
legislation and the repeal or rejection of
laws or proposed lagislation by means of
the popular Initiniive and Referendum
and for other relative purposes,

Bill read a first time.

GOVERNOR'S OPENING SPELCH.

Mr. SPEARER: I have to announce
that T have received a copy of His Ex-
cellency’s Speech and that eopies of the
same have been distributed among hon.
members of this Chamber,

DILL—SUPPLY, £1,379,650.
Standing Orders Suspension.

The PREMIER (Mon. J. Scaddan)
noved—-

That so much of the Standing Orders
he suspended us is mecessary to enable
resolutions from the Commiitees of
Supply and of Ways and Means to be
reporied and adopted on the same day
on which they shall have passed those
Commitiegs, and also the passing of a
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FNupply Bill throngh all ils stages in
one. duy, and e enable the business
- aforesiid 1o be entered upon and be
deall with before the _|ddress-in-reply
- is qdopted, |

{Juestion passed.

Message.
- Message from the Governor received
and vead recommending appropriation in
vonneetion with this Bill,

In Committee of Supply.

The House having resolved itself into
Committee of Supply, Mr. Holman in the
Char,

The PREMIER (Hon. .J.
moved-—

That there he yranted to His Majesty
on acconnt of services of the year ending
30th June, 1915, a sum nol erceeding
£1.379,630.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I was wait-
ing to hear from' the 1’remier partieulars
as (o how this amount is hased and for
what term it will enable him to earry on.
I presume that. as usual, it has heen
baseilt on lasl vear’s expendilure or vote.
How Tar it jz woing to earry throngh, T
do not know,

The PREMIER: For the information
of lon. memhers, | am asking for two
months’ supply based on last year's ex-
penditure, 1 may explain that at first I
thought it might be desirable to ask for
supplies for a longer period, so as to
avoild having to ask for supplies foo fre-
yuenity  during the one session, which
would mean the introduetion and passing
of several Biis; bnt. on further consid-
cration. T theught it desirable that we
shoull get sufficient sopply probably to
earry us over the session, and then, be-
lore the session closed, get additional sup-
ply. when members would be in a position
fo ask the Government their intentiouns
hetween 1he rlosing of the session and
the ineeting of the new Parliament,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: 1 take it,
from the Premier’s remarks, that it is not
proposed (o introduce Estimales. 1 gather
that also from the Governor’s Speech.

The Premiet: It is not proposed to in-
troduce Estimates; no.

Seaddan)

Hon. FRANIL WILSOXN: [ have no in-
tention of allempiing to oppose supply as
aslked by the Premier. \We recognise that
a Government musi have funds to carry
on with, not only from ihe Consolidated
Revenue but also frem Loan Funds, un-
less the machinery of the State is lo he
hung  up  and  poessibly serions ¢onse-
quenves ensne.  Therefore. 1l Iz incumbent
upon the Opposition, unless sometluing
sérious crops ap. lo assist (he Government
in getting their Supply Bill {hrongh, in
order that all the Departmenlz may be
carriee on smoothly. Hoewever, | think it
is right that [ should just ofter a few re-
marks whilst 1 point oul, for publie in-
formadion, how serious is the financial
jrosiiion at the pre=ent junetnre. and how
we are drifting—and driffing, 7 am sorry
to think., without The slightest indieation—

into something approaching  finaneial
chaos. ! notice our old friend, Senalor

Pearee. in an interview (he other day, said
{hat some great thinker had stated that
Government was linance, 1 am quite pre-
pared (o npree with Senaior Fearce, (hat
coml covernment, sotmd government, i
wood sound finanee; and, further than that,
1 will agree with him (hat Parliament is
suppuesed fo eontrol the finanees of the
country, ! am #orry lo think we have
neither vue nor the other al present, My
friends cecupying the Treasury henches
have 1n many oceasions, year in, year ont,
decrted the  Administration of whieh I
Ihul the honour to be a member in past
NEUTS,

The Prenner; For a shorl period.

MHon. FRANK WILSON: Tor six
yvears. for five vears of whielh T had the
honour to he a member of the Ministry,
and one vear as Premier.

The Premier: Tt took a long time to
fimel you ont.

Hon, FRANK WILSON:
longer than the Premier will be.

The Premier: No. )

Hou, FRANK WILRON: | am never
tired of opposingsthe aetion of this Ad-
ninistration in spending money withont
the sanelion of Parliament ; in other words
taking the finances out of the conirol of
Parliament., We have had that exempli-
fied during the existence of the present
Administration.

Perhaps
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Fon, W. C. Angwin {Honorary Mini-

ster): Very frequent in your time, was
it not?
+ Hon. FRAXK WILSON: No, it waa
not verv frequent; but it has been the
order of the day sinee our hon, friends
opposite assumed control of the affairs
of the State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): When did you meet i June?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Of course, L
think it is the duty of Ministers to order
their sittings in Parliament to suit the
resjuirements of their financial policy, and
1 cannot for the life of me understand
why we have not met at least a week or a
fortnight earlier, so as to get the Supply
Bill throngh in the ordinary course of
events, instead of voshing i, as we are
doing ou the present oceasion, and as we
did last year. It seems fo me that the
dury rests with the Premier and the Gov-
ernment of the day to see that they eall
Parlinmeni 1ogether in plenly of (ime.
When the Premier was in Opposition, he
was goingz to meel Parlinment not later
than Max: he was going {o have his Esti-
mates down not Iater than August; and
there would be no such thing as the ex-
penditure of public funds without au-
thority first obtained from Parliament.
Ever sinve he has becn in oftice he has
broken that promise, and never made the
slightest altempt to conform with the
principles he laid down on one oecasion.

The PPremier: We have till 12 o’clock
to-night.

Hen, FRANK WILSQON: The Premier
has until 12 o’clock next week, if he wishes
to sit until then. T shall do wothing to
prevenl him if (hat is his desire, but T do
say Lhat we are entitled to protest against
the faet that Parliament was nol called
together earlier for the purpose of grant-
ing this supply. 1 recognise that it has
to meel the necessary expenditure and that
this, being the last day of the month, the
Premier naturally wanis his authority in
order 1o ray the salaries next month, and
the olher current expenditure which he
could not otherwise legally expend,

Mr. George: 1 do not agree with von
that it is necessary.

The Premier: You
point.

emphasise that

Hon, FRANIX WILSON: No; but 1
recognise the point that the Premier must
want this authority to meet his lability
within (he next month. 1 do not say, how-
ever, that this is any admission that the
Premier could not bave called Pavliament
together earlier for granting supply. Of
course, the eleetors expect Parliament, in
the exercize of its control over the finances,
fo put a stop ro extravagant government
and reckless expenditure such as we have
wilnessed during the ast three years; and
I wanl the public also to understand on
this oceasion  that, notwithstanding we
are, without oppesitiun, agreeing to the
gupply thai has heen asked for, we mark
the passing of the measure with o pro-
test againsl the expeuditure thal has gone
on, Om the last of (his month we had a
deficit of £327,000. [t may of eourse,
and I hope it will, be veduced somewhat as
the resuit of ihe present montl’s higures,
Bui this is not altogeiher the worst fea-
fure, possibly, althongh it is bad enongh.
A detivit of £327.0000 in three years’, or
{wo vears and 11 months’. administration
8 & very sertous ilem: bul I want the peo-
ple lo understand the situation, and to take
a comparative view of what oecurred dur-
ing the lnst (hree wvears of Liheral Ad-
ministration, and whal has oceurred dur-
ing the three yvears rhat ave just now end-
ing. ln 1908-1709 our expenditure from
revenue was £3,368,000; the next vear it
was £3,447.000; and in the sueeeeding
vear, 1910-1911—the last vear of our
veenpaney  of  the Treasury bench—
£3.743,000: a total of £10,530,000. We
borrowed during those three vears loan
meneys to the extent of £3.210,000. We
expended the whole of the money we bor-
rowed, and a hitle more—about £200,000
or £300.000. But the tetal expenditure,
wlien taking into eonsideration the exact
balance on your lpan funds—becanse you
annol do that unless yvou kuow exaetly
what was left vou by vour predecessors,
and what von have cavried forward—the
totnl expenditure of loan moneys and
revenue amounted lo £13,764,000, which
averaged per annum f£4587,000. Four
and a half millions per annum is near
enough fov our argument, We finished
up with a sirplus. Now see how onur
friends have lavishly expended money, as
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compared with those figures, The next
year, 1011-1012, they expended from re-
venue £4,101,000; in 1912-13 they ex-
pended £4,787,000: during the present
year, 1913-14, for 11 months they ex-
pended £4,637,000; a total of £13,525,000.
If we give them an average for this pres-
ent month of June, we find that the total
expenditure is, in round fizures, 14 mil-
lions of money for the ihree years, 14
millions against 10 millions during the
lazt three years of our oeeupaney of the
Treasury benehes.

The Attorney General: That shows the
prosperity of the State.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Four mil-
ligns of noney more out of revenue,
They borrowed—and let this be well re-
membered, and marked, and put on record
—they borvowed seven millions up to the
end of last year; and they have borrowed
two millions since. That is nine millions
of money. Adding that to the revenue
expenditure, we have a total of 23 mil-
lions expended. Every peuny of their
loan is gone, and I suppose all that was
left in the Treasury for them when they
took office is gone too. A million of loan
funds was left in the Treasury. So we
have a total expenditure of 23 million
pounds in three years, nearly 8% mil-
lions per annum, against 4% millions
during the previous Libernl Administré-
tion. And what have we got for it?

The Attorney General: Prosperity.

The Premier: A fair majority.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: What have
we gob for it? A deficit of £527,000.
That is trne. A eredit brought forward
of £13,000 has been turned into a debit
balance of £527,000 up to date.

Mr. George: We know it is more,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: And the
interest and ginking fund bill has been
inerensed during wmy friends' term of
office by £340,400. Tf scems fo me mar-
vellous that the peuple of this State of
Western Aunstralia are going to sit hack
and allow this extravagance to go on, the
expenditure of money, and the borrowing
of loan moneys at any price. The ex-
penditure on works, some of which are
required, and others--many of them—not
required, regardless of the cost, with the

result that {he counlry must be hard up
for many vears Lo come,

Mr. Underwood: Which works are not
required?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: There are a
few of them. The State sawmills were
not required, for one thing. Your steam-
ers, a losing concern, were not required,
for another thing. Yunr briek yards and
your implement works, so-called, were not
required; and I am salisfied that we would
have a better service for our peopic who
live in the suburl of South Perth if we
had left the ferry serviee severely alone.

M.
there.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We have
been promised an improved service since
the taking over of the tramways, and
hon. menbers sat quietly by and never
said a word. The new steamer which
ought lo have been delivered some 12
months ago is not yef on the stocks. T
advise hon, members to go down and in-
speet that hoat and see when she will be
ready to put into the water. I am afraid
the vessel will have become obsolete he-
fore she wets launehed. I do not want
to lahour the question. Of course,-T will
have plenty of opportunity; and possibly
in speaking on the Address-in-reply I
shall amplify the few remarks that I
have made, Bui I do want the peaple to
nnderstand that a large amount of this
money to whieh T have referred has been
expended on unproductive publiec works,
trading concerns. [ want (he people to
undersiand that the (Government are ex-
pending money at almost double the rate
it was expended duving the later vears
of our Administration, during which
period so mueh wos done for the advanee-
ment of the eountry and of the people
generally. With this statement made I
do not propoze to keep the Committee
any longer, nor do I propose to throw
any obstacle in the way of the Premier
having his Supply.

The PREMIER: I fully anticipated
that the leader of the Opposition would
take the earliest cpportunity fo repeat
some of the statements he has bheen

Tewis: You are decidedly wrong
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making ever since the present (iovern-
ment have heen in >fiice.

Hon. Frank Wilson: it is not repeti-
tion. .

The PREMIER: Yos, prinavally re-
putition; the Hgures ure up-to-date, but
the statements are nol. The leader of
the Opposition in his usual fashion has
asserfed that we are «drifhug inte financial
chaos. That is an old ¢havge whieh [
have heard hurled sgainst the Labonr
Government, or possible Labour Govern-
meniz, for many vears past; but it was
used from a very different standpoint
altogether from fhat now conlemplated
by the leader of the Opposition. Not
three years ago the leader of the Opposi-
tion told the people that we wanted a
bold, courageous Administration which
wonld he able to go on the market and
et all the money necessary lor the pur-
puse of develeping our various industries,
that we did nut want a Government com-
ing inte existence whieh would hold up
all public works and bring about finan-
cinl ehaos. After two and a half years’
experience he finds that we have 1n West-
erti Australia an Administration bold and
eourngeous even bevond his own ex-
pectations, and that. of course, is the
burden of his complaint. What is un-
nerving the hon. genileman wmost is the
fact that the Labour Government have
been able to obtain moie money than he
could get and are also courngeous enough
to expend it in diveetions whieh mean
progress to the State.

Mr. George: Bul he could have got
more money if he had wished to do so.

The PREMIER : No. the hon, member
knows that is not so. The leader of (he
Opposition, when Treasurer. lefl it for
his successor to get. T have sinee found
the fumls, and if we have expended more
than they (hought we wonld be able fo
do it only shows that it was false to say
that we could not wet the money.

Hon, J, Mitehell : What have vou done
with the money?

Mr. George: Wasted it.

The PREMIER: Yes. to the extent
that the hon. member’s salary is wasted.
The leader of the Opposition eould not

understand why I did not call Parliament
together a fortnight earlier in order that
there wight be a proper discussion on
the guestion of Supply, and he has said
that I cannot legally spend the money
after the 30th June without the authority
of Parliament. That is an admission that
he nnd previous Treasurers illegally ex-
pentded publie funds.

on. Frank Wilson: I do not see that.

The PREMIER: He asserts that we
cannot legatly expend publie funds after
the 30th June withoul the autbority of
Parlinnuent. Will the hon. member iell
the House when he as Treasurer met Par-
liament und obtained authority for ex-
penditure before the 30th June? Not
once, Ie has often gone as far as Aug-
ust and earried on without authorisation.
Prior to the elections I drew attention io
the faet that | would insist that every
pound expenrded should be expended on
the authority of Parliament, e have
kept faith with that and have always got
proper auihorily for expenditure.

Hon. Frank Wilson: In the case of the
Blate steamers?

The PREMIER: We have thrashed
that out long since, The hon, member
has aceused himself and confessed that
he was illegally expending public funds
in previous years.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No.

The PREMIER: The hon. member em-
phasised the point that one could not
legally expend publie funds after the
30ih June without the anthority of Par-
linment. He has sinee said that he did
not emphasize it. Well, at all events he
said it, and I am emphasising it now.
In bringing down a Supply Bill before
the Estimates, I am doing what all pre-
ceding Treasurers have done. We have
never had the same opposition to the
granting of Snpply as we have had from
the present leader of the Opposition with
his impossible following, impoessible from
the peint of view of preventing Supply.
But of eourse he is not in earnest; he is
merely seizing an opportunity of saying
what he has been saying for years past.
The hon, member said that during the
last three vears we have expended nearly
double what was expended by the pre-
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vious Administration in a similar period.
Surely 1he hon. member will appreciate
the fact thal we in Western Australia are
progressing.  We are making progress.
and le is hanging behind and, therefore,
is not able to appreciate these things.
If we were only 1o continue to expend the
same amount of Revenue and Loan Fand
we would soen be in finaneial ehaos; but
inslead of facing financial ehaos 1 am
able to asserl hal by the wise expendi-
ture of mouney during the last three vears
we have prevenled finanecial chaos, not
merely in the State Treasury, but in pri-
vate treasuries as well.

Hon. J. Mitehell: By taking
from them.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
ougli o talk of taking money from tle
people.  Let him go into that eastern
agrienltural distriet which he knows =0
well and ask the settlers who extracted
money from them. Ii was the hon. mem-
ber himself who, when Minister for
Lands, inerensed the price of the land.
1s it not a faet that the setilers refused to
pay that inerease? We have not eox-
tracted il from them, although we eould
legally do it under the law that he passed.
The hon. member passed a law, bul we
have nolt put it into eperation, beeause we
recognised that il was an unfair tax on
the community. ‘e hon. member said we
liave built up a deficil of over £300.000.

Mr. George: That iz what you own up

money

lo.
The PREMIER: Yes, and 1 am nof
oshamed of it either. But the hon. mem-
her. of course, was careful to fake this
opportuniiy, just hefore the close of the
finaneial vear, of drawing attention to the
defieit, knowing that if he waited until
after July the possibilities are that we will
have less defteit than we anticipated at the
heginning of the financial year. The pos-
sibilities ave that at the close of the finan-
cial vear our deficit will be less than we
antieipaled, The publiec knew very well
thal we would have a certain deficit at the
close of the financial year, because we told
them so, but we are going to have less
than that amount. Tet uws compare the
administration of the State by a Labour
Government, governing a State which

evervbody knows has had rather a trying
period through no fanlt of any Govern-
nment, througl difficulties over which we
Liave no conirol. with the Commonwealth
Administration, n Liberal Administration,
who bark so much, just as the lender of
the Opposition, about the extravagance
of Labour Administration ; within the last
12 months they have built up a deficit
greater than our own,

Hon. 4. Milchell:
debts.

The PREMIER: They have built up
i ove vear a deficit whieh is as large as
that whieh we have buill up in three years,
and vet they lalk about the extravagance
of [Labour adwinistration. 1 bhave not
borrowed in those three vears sufficient
money to build the works which the leader
of the Opposition promised. This is an
evidence that he was absolutely insincere
when he made those promises. He never
intended to give effect to those promises,
or efse {o-day he would find something
better fo do than to complain of our Gov-
eriiment having done something essential
to (he interests of the community. We
bave buill railways that the hon. member
commitied us to. There are other works
which the hon, memher promised and
wliiech we have not yet undertaken. Is it
not a faect that an ex-Treasurer of the
State. Mr. James Garvdiner, when standing
as a Liberal member, drew attention {o
the fact thal if the State had to find the
money te keep faith with all the pro-
mises made by the then Treasurer, the
presenl lender of the Opposition, it would
meanr an expenditure of 10 million
pounds?  And naturally everybody antici-

Taying  Fisher's

pated that ceriain unforcseen works
would erop up which would remuire
angther five millions.  Apparently, there-

fore, the hen. membher commitied the
counfry to an expendilure of ahout
15 million pounds; and because we have
undertaken to do a certain portion
of the work he proclaims that we are
extravagant. If we are he should be the
last to complain, becanse he set us the
example.

Hon. Frank Wilson: T mean extrava-
ganee in the cost of the works.
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The PREMIER: We are to-day doing
work as cheaply as ever.

Mr. George: Yes, as ever you have been
able to do them,

The PREMIER: The hon. member »n

one  oceasion Dhecame (Commissioner of
Railways. He served only one term and

his own party then kicked him out, shiow-
ing how far they were satisfied that he
was able (o do things. He bas had wag-
nifieent opportunities of showing his
ability in many walks of life, and has not
sueegeded in any one. The leader of the
Opposition, in answer {o an interjection,
asscried that some of the works under-
taken might easily have been left alone.
T take it as a declaration on his part
of opposition to the works he mentioned.
It is well the public should know that the
hon, member objects to the constructivon
of saw mills in the karri forests, and to
the operation of State steamers in (he
North-West,

Hon, Frank Wilson: I object to your
State steaners.

The PREMIER: Now we are getling
near it, He does not object to State
steamers, but merely to their being my
State steamers. We recognise that he
himself pronrised State steamers at the
elections, and the burden of his complaint
now is that they happen to be my steam-
ers and not his; so after all his complaint
is not very serious. Then he asserts that
we should not have introduced the manu-
facture of State bricks. Well, it will
be interesting to know that he is also
opposed lo the State brick yard.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I am, absolutely.

The PREMIER: And the member for
Murray-Wellington  will endorse his
leader in that respect. The hon. member
must of course support the policy of his
leader; it is no good his announcing one
policy and his leader announcing another,
unpless they are all leaders and there is
ne pariy—althouglh I have an iden that
such is the case. The leader of the Op-
position also asserts that he is oppesed
to the establishment of implement works.
He took an opporlunity enly recently of
condemning the manager of these imple-
ment works at a Liberal rally of 13 down

I
|

at “bona fide” Clavemont, but forgot how-
ever to reckon with his host on that ocea-
sion, He was asked a question, and a
pretty pertinent onc too, as to whether
he was in a position (o condemn Lhe
management of the lmplement works.
He admitted that lie had not even visiled
the works, and yet he has been falking
a great deal about sevap machinery whieh
he affitms has been introduced into the
implement works. He has never scen the
works. 1 admit that he is a better judge
of what he does not zee than he is of
what he does see.

Hon. ¥rank Wilson: I was never asked
such a question.

The PREMIER: T take it from the
hon. member’s declaration of opposition
to the implement works that he proposes.
if he ever gets an opportunilty, that he
will close down the works. I want hon.
members who are sitting Dbebween the
Liberal party and the Counfry party to
note this fact in ovder that they may go
back to the farmers and tell them that
what we propose to give them in the shape
of cheap machinery the hon., member pro-
poses to take away in the interests of his
friends, the machinery combine. Fle says
we have no right to introduce the State
ferry service for South Perth. THere
again he is consistent. He is hopeful that
some company or anather will be started
in Western Australia to open up the
South side of the river und that snch a
company will be able to make big profits.
We, however, considered that these were
national services which should be under
the control of the people themselves, We
have carried this ont not only {o the
satisfaction of the Government, bul to
the satisfaetion of the people on the
south side of the river. Sonth Porth is
quite ready to hear the hon. membher’s
announeement in their ecentre upon that
nuestion. We can well imngine what
kind of reception the leader of the Op-
position would get there.

AMr, George inlerjected.

Tie PREMIER: The hkon. member
doubtless says what lie does breanse T
understand ke is on aspirani for an agri-
cultural seat at tha next general elections,
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and natorally le will want to show 1lat
he is up against any expenditure iv the
metrapolitun  area.  The leader of the
Opposition certainly icok the opportunity
recently of complaining that we were
spending mmoney in the meiropolitan dis-
iriets al the expense of the country ilis-
triets. No doubt when he goes to Soutl:
Perth e will drop every reference to the
ferries amd will gel upon some subject
altogether apart from that one. If there
is one thing moere than another about ihe
leader of the Opposition, it is his eonsist-
ency. How ean anyone expeet a party to
follow him wheu they do not know where
he is going? Thai is why we see so many
leaders in the Opposition party who are
anxions to formn new parties of which
they hope to have the saie or only leader-
ship. The hon. member said something
about the ferry hoat which is being built
by the preseni (overnment just now for
the purpose of inereasing the ferry
facilities for South Perth. PFvidently the
hon. member has on this oceasion been to
have a leok al the hoat. but upon even
thal peint I am exiremely doubtful. He
never refers to anvthing he has seen, and
unlil bhe has heard something in St
(ieorse’s-terrace, then only does he come
here to unhurden himself,

Hon. Frank Wilson: T inspected the
steanmer, the “Weslern Australin” in spite
of Mr. Bath.

The PREMTER: 1 believe the hon.
member erossed the top deek and sab-
sequently joined in some festivities there,

Hon. Frank Wilson: T have seen this
ferrv boat also.

The PREMIER : Ts this the only
sieamer service in the world where only
one steamer shows a loss?

Hon. Frank Wilson: Tt is the only
serviee in the world with such disgraceful
management and in which there is a loss
of 50 muecl money.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
“should not be so keen on condemning the
management of the State service. Some-
thing may come up against him in the
fulure and he should be more careful
than he has been in the past about mak-

ing condemnatory remarks upon the

managemenb of the Stale serviee. What
e needs is to be brought into contaet
with some of the officers concerned and
the more he learns from them the more
lte will recognise that the service is well
confrolled and managed.

Mr, George: What about the money
vou wanl?

The PREMIER: I have already ex-
plained. This money is computed on the
basis of the expenditure for last finaneial
year and during the same period. 1 again
say that it 1s in accordance with the Esti-
mates of the past session. There are no
new works of any magnitude that I know
of that are likely to be eommenced during
the next few months, none anyhow about
which Parliament has not been properly
infermed and about whick Parlinment
has nol recognised the necessity of
their heing undertaken. 1 want fo
again say that 1 reeognise the fact
that the leader of the Opposition
must take every opportunity of saying
something whether it is to the House, in
Comuittee, or to the ecountry, it does not
matier which, and this is the earliest
opportunity he has had of vwnburdening
himself here on some matters which he
previously threshed threadbare hoth in
Parhiamenl and out of it. But on none
of these malters has he been able to
throw ouy light, cither upon the finances
or upon the government of (he Siate,

Mr. GEORGE: 1 have not much to say
upon this question, T had hoped 1o have
had from the Premier some sort of idea
as te how this monev was going to be
expended, but he has not informed me.

The Premier: In accordance with the
TEstimates for (he past session.

Mr. GEORGE: The Government can-
not spend maoney upon items on whieh
the 1money has already been expended.
e estimates for the past year eontamed
a number of items whicll have been fin-
ished with. 1 take it that ihe funds he 1=
asking for are io cover every item of ex-

penditure.
Mr. B. J. Stubbs interjecled.
Mr, GEORGE: Tlhe hon. member

should endeavour to be quiet for a minute
or two, T wathered from the Premier's
speech that it was not intended to lay any
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Estimates before this Parliament. What
T wanted to know about that matter is
this,  From the Minister for Works I
have received. as other members have re-
ceived, requests for different requirements
that are needed in our disiricts. TE there
are no Estimates to be placed before the
House this session then I and other mem-
bers have been put to the trouble of
getting together a number of items which
are required in our districts, all to no
purpose.

The Premier: In vour ease there is
very little lo fear in the way of trouble
heeause that duty will devolve upon some-
body else.

Mr. GEORGE: No doubt the P'remier
will find himself in agreeable company
outside the preecinets of the House. The
Premicr had—T am prevented by the
rules of the House from saying the impu-
dence—the effrontery to refer to my
career as the Commissioiner of Railways.
Ia the course of a great number of years
of employment in a privaie capacity I
never had occasion fo be sacked for
falling asleep at my work, whereas 1 be-
lieve the hon. gentleman was sacked twice
for being asleep at his work in Kalgoorlie
when he should have been performing his
duties.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier has
not given us the information that we are
enfitled to expeet. Tt mnst be remembered
that the Estimates have not been brought
down, and sorely we are entitled to hear
all ihat is to be heard on the Supply Bill.
It is perfeetly true that we must pass the
Bill to-day because it is the last day of
the financial year and the Premier desires
to be in a posilion to pay his way. I
should like to have an opporiunity of
protesting against the wasteful expendi-
ture of Toan funds in connection with
public works. I want to protest agninst
the expenditure of public funds on works
which are not in the slightest sense re-
productive, The Premier has talked
about our expenditure. If one-third of
the money which the Premier had raised
had been spent on railways the construe-
tion of which had been authorised, ihey
would have been completed by now. We
spent nearly 14 millions in three vears,
and yet this country has never been really

prosperous for one day in the whole of
that time. The condition of the country
is not prosperous because we are spend-
ing our money on works that menn no ad-
ditional employment. Our Stale steamers
have not meant the emplovment of one
additional wan.  The CGovernment have
their steaniers and they employ just the
same number of men. Nol one additional
man would be employed hecause of the
million pounds whieh would be put into
the PPevth tramways, and no additional
men would he emploved in connection
with our timber industry.

The Premier: "That is incorreet, it is
abgclulely incorrect,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It 8 not incor-
rect. i say (hat not a single individual
more would be employed in these indus-
tries unless we except the lusi-named one.
Now we are asked (o vote funds to carry
on these works. We are asked o vote
funds without having had the matter pro-
perly considered or discussed. We raise
the revenue magnificently and we expend
it extravagantly. The Premier is a spend-
thrift of the worst order and nolhing else.
It is—borrow and spend, collect and
spend. 1 venture to say that when the
Premier is a liltle older he will see that
if he had left more money in the bands
of the people they would have spent it
mueh morve wisely and much more bene-
ficially upon the works of the State. This
additional million, if it had been spent by
private people in the State, my friends in
the back eountry, the farmers, would have
provided work for all time. They would
certainly have done more with the money.
The Premier has gone for the farmer on
every possible oceasion, He has gone for
every man to the fullest possible extent;
evervone is made to pay. He boasts of
the fact that be hag increased the revenue
of the State.

The Premier: Whatl about the way that
you inecreased the price of land?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: There is nothing

to be proud of in the reckless extrava-

zance of the Premier.  Any fool can
spend money. There is nothing easier
than to spend money, but we want to get
something for our money. The Premier,
in his methods of expenditure, shows that
he has very little knowledge, but a great
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deal of confidence.  He will presently
find thai a great deal of confidence is nof,
so valuable as a little knowledge.

The Premier: A man is worse off with
neither knowledge or confidence,

Houn. J. MITCHELL: The Premier’s
chief jov is to spend money. The Pre-
mier has stated that 1 had charged the set-
tlers too high a price for their land. If
he desired to help the people, let bim re-
duce the price of land straight away.

The Premier: What did yon raise it
for?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Why do not you
veduce it now?

The Premier: Why did you raise it?

Hon, J. MITCHEUL: The Premier
has been all-powerful for these three
vears, but the Government are still selling
the land at the old rate. T will prove it
in humlreds of cases if you like.  The
Premier. if he is sincere in his desire to
lielp ile people. will aet now and not put
Lhe matter off until the day before the
eleciions. It has rested with him for
three vears to afford the people that re-
lief which he savs they ought to have. I
profest that the Premier ix not eapahle of
administering the finances of the country-

Hon. Frank Wilson: He has become
hardened.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Nothing ar all

seems 1o holher the Premier. The Pre-
mier's reply to the eriticism of rhe leader
of the Opposition ought to hring diseredit
upen him in every cenire in Western Aus-
tralia.  ‘i'he people should be asked
whetlier they can afford to continue to
have my Triend Mr. Seaddan as Premier
and Treasuver. If the Premier will be
warned by me he will see (hat (e expen-
diture of borrowed money is in the diree-
tion of reproductive works. 1f he does
not do that he will find at vo distant date
thai emplovinent will be searcer than it
is to-day. Thronghoul the couniry the
Minister for Tands ecan find the oppor-
tunity to spend monevy on reproductive
~works. The 1'remier has spoken about
the farmers having in the past been com-
pelled to pay additional priees, but has
lie himself not exploited them at every
appertunity?  Fvervihing possible has
heen done to damn the  agriealtural
mdnsiry,

Question put and passed,
Resolution reporied. and the report
adopled.

Supply Bilt introduced, etcetera,

Resolution in Commiltee of Ways and
Means laving been passed, the Supply
Rill was brought in providing for the ex-
penditure of £676.545 from Consolidated
Revenue Fund. £603105 from General
T.oan Fund, and £100,800 from [oan Sus-
pense Aecounnl.

Bill passed through all itz stages and
transmitted to the Tegislative Conneil.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.

Mr. MeLEOD (Kalgoorlie) : I rise to
move Lhe adoption of the Address-in-
reply to His Excelleney the Governor’s
Speech, and in doing so [ take the oppor-
tunily of saying a few words in commen-
dation of many of the items whieh I find
are outtined in that Speech. I shall also
lake the opportnuity of making a few
remarks on ollier matiers which are not
therein included. First of all, let me say
that 1 think we all appreciaie the faet
that the Agent {ieneral saw fit {o revisit
the State after entering on his secon:l
term of olflice. 1t must be apparent to
evervone that it is necessary for a genfle-
man vecupying  wel a high posttion to
kecp as vlosely as possible in fouel with
the progress of alfairs in (his State, Tt
is necessary for thal purpose, 1 think,
that should the * :rm be a lengthened one,
from time to tine the gentleman holding
the position should revisit the State, so
as to personall: aequaint himself wiih
whai is being <fone. We can therefore
appreciate the fact that the Agent Gen-
eral saw fit 1 do that, and T suppose we
may at least be permitted to express the
hope that he will profit materially from the
recent visit which he paid to Western
Australia. 1 desire to congrafulate the
Governmeni on 1he excellence of the ap-
poinfments to the judieial beneh. Tt is
apparent (o all that it would be diffienlt
in this State, or even guiside for that mat-
ter. 1o improve on the gentleman whoin
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the Government :aw fif to appoint to the
position of Chief Justice. The oceupani
of the position has a vecord behind him
as a judge of the Supreme Court which
is second to none, and inm Mr. Justice
Northmore we have a man who has proved
himself in the legal profession in this
State, and who has the additional qualifi-
cation, which has not always been taken
into consideration in making these ap-
pointinenis, of having been a citizen of
the State. The Government are to be
complimented on the fact that they saw
fil to appoint a citizen of this country
to a high offiece of that deseription, 1
desire also to say that T appreciate very
highly the remarks that are in His Bx-
cellency’s Speech witk reference to the
transference of the State banking ar-
counls to the Commonwealth Bank. In
my opinion these profitable accounts have
been in the hands of private banking
ingtitutions for too long a period. They
eerlainly have been a profitable affair o
far as the privale banks are concerned.
1t these profits continue, and T supposc
they will, the jeople of Australia will
receive the benvfit of them, instead of a
few shareholders interested in 1he private
hanks wha eoutrolled the accounts pre-
viously, The vonditions under which the
transfer has heeu effected wilt he at least
a< wood as these whieh existed previously.
amd it rhe profits aeerning are as grear,
they will go into the public revenue ol
Australia,  Tf, as we assume, the condi-
tivns are consilerably better than pre-
viously, then this State, in addition lo
the whole of Australia. will benefit mate:-
ially.  Aneiher important matter whieh
has heen mentioned. and one which con-
rerns me, as n representative of a gold
mining eonstituency, rather elosely, is the
increase whielr has taken place during the
last vear or twe in the gold produetion
of the State. As one who has had some
considerable personal experience of the
administration  of the Department of
Mines, [ think that the presenlt Minister
for Mines, or his administration, is very
Targely reapounsible for the increnses which
have been recorded. Material improve-
ments were effected in the public battery
svatemn shortly after le assumed oftice,

and very material assistance las heen
rendered in the shape of water supplies,
I might specially mention those of Ora
Banda and Handalls, but Ora Banda
more particularly, a centre of great prom-
ise, which was hung up for many vears
because previous Administrations couhl
not see fit, or had not sufficient confidence
to expend the necessary money fto give
it a water supply. Such assistance and
the Minister’s cuterprise in other dirvec-
tions bave led to this gratifying in-
erease in the gold production, We have
also the pleasing knowledge that the divi-
dends paid during last year showed a
considerable improvement, and this amdl
the fact that the dividends ave increasing
over what they have heen i recent years
go a long way tu discount the opinions
of those pessimists, and T believe some
of them have been prominent in this
Chamber, regarding the futnre of the miu-
ing industry., Some of them are prone
continually to deery the possibilities of
our goldfields. and 1o say that they ave
worn out and that they have been worker
unlil there is nothing but a few odds
and ends to he gathered np. It must be
apparent  that  inereases sueh as have
taken place botl in production and in the
profits diseount any eriticisin of this sort,
1 lope that the Minister will go further
with s poliey =0 Far as assisiing the
industry, or (hose who are endeavouring
tu expand il, is voncerned, and T hope that
hefore lone, in addition to State batteries
he will realise ihe wisdom of undertaking
the erection of-a sulphide plant in the
Kalgonrlie and Boulder belt. From my
personal knowledge 1 am salisfied that i
will not be diffieult for a mill of this de-
seription to be kept amply and continu-
ously emploved in this centre, and it would
be of great advanlage to the distriet and
would add to the production of the iu-
duslry in that belt. Before T leave the
guestion of gold mining, 1 desire to refer
to another side, which, as those who are
acquainted with the lives of the miners
know, is nothing like so pleasing as that
to which I have just referred, We have
to face the position that, despite ihe
fact that this industry is much the
largest in the State, despite the faet
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that it preoduces a vast amount of
revenue, and pays very large dividends
bordering on a million pounds for the
year, the men emploved in i, in many in-
stanees, and particularly in the big mines,
are working under eonditions which
arc absolutely inhuman, to say the least
of them. The Minister for Mines and his
stalf—I speak with personal knowledge
in this regard—~have done all they possi-
bly could do under the defective Mines
Regulation Act to remedy this stale of
affairs. Unfortunately, the Aet which the
Minister has been forced io administer
seems to have been drafied solely with the
object of allowing il to he broken easily
and preventing punishment from heing
hirought home to those wlio refuse to com-
ply with its conditions. It is 1o be re-
gretted that the session will not last suffi-
ciently jong to permit of the considera-
tion of an ameuding measure, but it will
he necessary, in the very near fulure, io
effect some improvemenis in thiz divee-
tion. I have had a good deal of experi-
ence of the industry, and during the last
Iwo or three years have been in a better
position than any other citizen of the
State to appreciate ils effect on (he lives
of the miners. As seeretary of the largest
union of miners i Wesfern Australia, this
matter has been brought home lo me very
clenrly and distinetly. We are faced with
the position thaf, although this industry is
prospering in every direction, Lhe men
employed are working under conditions
which mean that a very short term of
employment in the mines, at the outside
10 vears eontinuous employment, means
that for ever afterwards they will not
be of any use. Tf they are not mercifully
hurried out of the world, as a result of a
tail of ground, they will be left to die on
the industrial serap heap, while their
lungs are slowly eaten away by the dust
they have inhaled during their oceupa-
tion in the mines. T view with consider-
able favour the Government’s proposal to
deal with the question of providing for
ihe miners and the dependants of miners
who are incapacitated through follewing
this industry. This 15 a matler which
should have been taken in hand many
vears ago. The miners in this State dur-

ing the last seven or eight
longer, have poinfed ouf {ime alier 1ime
Lhat the vasl majority of them were con-
demned 1o an early death, that the average
age of deaih among miners, a~ u resuli
of all kind of complaints and diseases,

years, or

“was ol more Hhan 40 vears, wul as (ime

wenrl on awd the mines beeame decper,
the conditions of  emplovment  becarme
worse and a grealer number of men were
being laid aside. Despite all these pro-
testz, it was bol until the present Gov-
erminenl took (he malter in havd (hat
anyihing was done to (ry to alleviate
their condifion. 1 am serry that when the
Royal Commission in conneclion with the
ventilation and sanitalion of mines re-
ported some 18 years ago, the Governruent
of the day did not see fit to give effect to
their recommendations, Had they done
s0. the burden which the present Govern-
menl now have to earry, and will have to
fare in the future, would bhave heen
lighter. Unfortunatelv for the mmers,
the Government who were saddled with
the responsibilily of giving eifect to the
recommendations did not see fit {o do so,
and the result has been that we have the
Mines Regulation Aet ou the statnte-
honk, presumably for the prevention of
unnevessary danger, and for the protee-
tion of mwiners. but rveally o measure
which is praciieally vseless. Another Com-
mission  subseyuently sat to investigate
the question of miners® phthisis, and to
siugwesl means For providing for those
workers who were incapacitated, or for
their dependanis in lhe event of death.
Had that Cowmmission adopted the pro-
posal made by the workers’ representa-
tives, and recommended {he Government
of the day to make provision in the
Worklers’ Compensation Act for those
who were ineapacitated as a result of these
diseases, there is little doubt that Parlia-
ment would have agreed to it. The fact
thai the proposal passed this Chamber and
was defeated in another place by, I he-
lieve, only one vote, is sufficient to sup-
port my statement, especially as the whole
of the arpument against it was that the
Royal Commission had failed to endorse
it.  The miners’ proposal was te saddle
this prosperous industry, which was pay-
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ing huge dividends, with the barden of
paying for the disease which it ereated,
but Parliament rejected the proposal for
the reason I have nientioned aud now the
present Government have to face the posi-
tion. While assertions ave heing made re-
garding an accumulaiing deficit, the Gov-
ernmeni are confronied with the vespun-
sibility of providing for these unfortu-
nate individuals who have heen inecapaci-
tated in this calling, while those who
should have borne the responsibility have
been allowed to eseape the jpayvment of
iwa-thirds of that amoeunt. | understand
that the proposal is that the miners. the
mive owpers and the Government will
contribute to this fund. Tn my opinion
the mining industry should have horne
thiz burden withour making any demand
on either the Staie or the miners, Un-
fortunately t(his eannol he done, and the
Government have taken the next best siep
by proposing (o inavgurate a fund to
which the mine owners will confribule at
least  something, and in view of the
henefits derived from (he industry by the
people of the State in other direetions,
there might be some justitication for ask-
ing them to conivibute their quota to the
fund. 1t is unfortunate that, where men
are following a calling whiel inevitably
leanls to Ineapacitation. they shoull be
called upon to provide against the day
when they cannot coutinue their work,
winlst the mines in whieh fhey are work-
ing are paying huge and handsome divi-
dends. However, we are compelled to
faee this position and I can only com-
mend the Government for having realised
what lies in the future and for having
had the ¢ourage to take in hand a prob-
lem which should have heen grappled with
10 years ago, and which, if tackled then,
would not have been so appalling as it
is to-day. T desire to refer to some of
the State enterprises upon whieh the Gov-
ernment have embarked. T cordially sup-
port the estahlishment of all these enter-
prises and 1 ventnre to predict thal it
will not he many vears hefore the most
prominent of the Government’s erities of
fo-day will consider that the State was
fortunate in having had a Government

who were prepaved lo engage in these
enterprises, .

[The Deputy Speaker took the [hair.]

Mr. F, B, Jolnsten: They will say
that they started them.

Mr, MeLEOD: Possibly so, and pos-
sibly the various enlerprises whieh to-
day are so muel criticised will he re-
turning huge profits fo the exchequer of
the State and proving beneficial ro the
community, and those who are soffering
from exploitation by (rusts and combines
will be pleased to get out of the wet and
seek the protection of the enterprises
under the supervision of the Government,
l.et me say that so far as saw mills are
conteerned. it has heen suggested that they
will nol be suceessful, or that they are
not going to be of advantage to the State.
1 desire to express my opinion thal had
this Stnte not been grossly betraved in
another sphere by those who were in a
position to see that the interests of VWest-
ertt Australia were properly looked after,
by those, T might sav. who were respon-
sible for keeping the Federal (Hovernment
in office during the last 12 months. if the
mewmbers from this State who were re-
sponsible for that aetion had been seized
with the importance of (his ealling so far
as the State is eoncerned, and had heen
prepared to place the inferests of the
Staie before those of their own party,
as we had a right to expect of them when
o matter of this magnitude was at stake,
there is not the slightest doubt that even
to-day the saw mills institnted by the
Government of this State would he prov-
ing a handzome snecess. Despite the bhe-
traval, despite the fact that the sucerss
of the enterprise may have heen delayved
a little by reason of that betraval, it is
my opinien that at wo distant date we
are going to see the Staie saw mills re-
turning a handsome profit to the people
who have invested in them. and prove a
material advantage to the communily.

Mr. George: You will have to uller the
management.

Ay, MelLEOT}: We will not necessarily
have to alier the management, either. So
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far as T ¢an see, and am 1 a position {o
judgé—T may say that 1 bave no persenal
knowledze of the mntler, not having yet
been able to make a personal investiga-
tion—the management of the Slate saw
mills will compare favourably with the
management of those conducted by pri-
vale enterprises in any parl of Western
Australia, There i3 another matter ihat
has been the subject of o considerable
amounl of eriticism, and thal is the fact
that the Covernment saw fit to embark
in State brick works. Mere again, 1
think we shall not go far hefore we shall
find that tlhose who eriticise will be very
elad indeed to apprecinte.  We know that
the prive Ihat has heen chargeld to the
Government for bricks is something like
£3 per thensand, and it is estimated that
the works wHl turn out bricks at a cost
of 258, per thousand; and not only that,
but that their output will be at least
180,000 bricks a week. Therefore it does
nol require a very fertile imagination to
see that there is a malerial benefit, so
far as the State is concerned, from Gov-
ernment enterprise in that direction. We
have there at least a clear gnin—if the
(lovernment (hemselves use the Dbricks,
and 1 suppose they intend to use a eon-
siderable proportion, if not the whole,
of them—a elear gain of a quarter of a
wmillion pounds per week in the ouniput
of these brick works, iff this cstimate of
25s. per thousand can be maintained.
Trom our expetience n this respeet [
veniure fo say that the estimale of what
the brieks are going to cost per thousand
will prove considerably lhigher than the
aeluni result, beeause lime and again we
have it on record thal the output of these
vanous classes of undertakings is pro-
duced ai considerably less cost than was
originally estimated by those responsible.
The reason of thiz is (hat (he estimater
is eautious of his vwn rveputation, and
does not like afterwards to he faced with
an cstimate that so mueh work eould be
done for a pound while it cost 25s. He
is, therefore, likely to estimate rather
that so mueh work could be done for 23s.
in the hope that it will be done for a
pound; and with the Siate enlerprizes it

usually bas heen the case that 25s. has
been esttmated and the aetual eost las
been 20s,

Mr. George: How much a week did
you say we were going lo make out of
the brick works?

Mr. MeLLEOD: We will wmake at least
a quarier of a million a week on an out-
pul of 180,000 bricks,

A1, George: At that rate we will soon
wipe oui (he defieil.

Mr. NeLEOD: | bhave hopes, and
preliy confident hopes, that before 1{le
present Government leave the Treasury
benehes the delieit will be wiped out. and
a very handsome surplus be found in
ifs place.

Opposition Member: You are looking
a long way ahead.

My, MelLEOD: Tt is not neeessarily a
long way ahend. True, it may be looking
a long way ahead to look for the time
when the present Government leave the
Treasary henches, but not a long way
ahead to the time when the present deficit
will be turned info something else.

Hon., Frank Wilson: How do you cal-
culate that quarter of a million?

Mr. MeLEOD: T wish also to say just
a word or two in connection with lhe
State implement works, and I venture
to prediet here also that when these works
are properly under way they will be such
a standing credit le  the Goverhment
resj onsible for their initiation fhat they
will probally go & great deal further than
any possible argument could go, to prove
not only that the Covernment is to he
erediled with an aehievement in institut-
ing them, but nlso that the farmers of
this Sfaie bave been unnecessarily and
unduly  exnloited by machinery agents
and machinery merehanis for many years
past. T may refer to some events fhat
iranspire:] just recenily, when the man-
azer of the Blate implement works was
prejared to lwek his epinton with an
offer lo donale £50 to a charity if that
opinion proved to be wrong. T think
the leader of the Opposition was one who
had fhe lamerity to eritieise the manager's
estimale. T think we are at least justified
i ostanding hy (hat estimate when the
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manager himself is prepared to risk £50
on ils correciness. TIlis estimate of this
year’s working is that he will make a
profit of £5,400; and, in addition to that,
the farmers of this State will have re-
ceived implements at from 20 per cent,
to 40 per cent. less than they have hither-
to been charged. If will not require a
very large distribution of implements
among the farming industry of this State
to convince lhe farmers that their true
friends are on the Treasury benches at
the present time, and that if the farmers
desire not to continue to be at the behest
of any exploiter eoming along they must
see that those friends who did them a
good turn with machinery will remain in
power to do them many another good
turn, Still another poinl on which a
good deal of criticism has been levelled
at the Government is one which, when
we come to analyse il, will perhaps show
a great denl more clearly ihan any other
the justice of what lhe Government
have heen doing. DMost of the enter-
prises which the Government under-
took neeessitated working up.  They
were new enterprises, new businesses.
The Goverbment had to find their feet
in conpetion with these, and had to
work the business up. However, there
was one enterprize which the Government
saw fit to buy which was already worked
up. I refer to the Perth tramways. The
Government saw fit fo purchase these
lramways at a eost of £475,000. Sinee
then they have purchased other tramways,
such as the Victoria Park and Nediands,
and the cost up to date for the purehase
of tramways amounts (o £489,056, Now
Just let us for a moment make an analysis
of what has transpired since those trams
were taken over. I will make the con:-
parison for the eleven months ended 31st
May of this year, and the eleven months
ended 31st May of last year. TFor the
term ended on the 31st May, 1913, the
earnings of the trams were £98,054. For
the term ended 31st May, 1914, the earn-
ings of the trams were £107,495, being
an inerease of £9,441. The mileages for
the same period are: 1,324,068 miles in
1913, and 1,441,168 miles in 1914, heing

(2]

an increase of 117,100 miles, I desire
te emphasise that increase because it goes
to show that even in the short time the
Government have had this concern under
control they have effecied very maferial
improvement so far as the serviee to the
public is coneerned. They have given a
hetter service, and 1 may say incidentally
also that the returns are just a trifle, if
only a trifle, better per car mile under the
(GGovernment than they were previonsly.
The passenger traffic also will help us to
gange just how much hetter the present
arrangements are than those existing pre-
viously. Tn 1913 to the time I mentioned
before, namely, 31st May, {here were
864,368 pascngers caried on lhe trams
in Perth. For the same period ended
this vear there were 9,761,809 people
patronized those trams, being an increase
of 797,441,

Member: Increase of population.

Me. MceLEOD: As my friend interjects,
that will go on as population increases;
but there has not been any very wmaterial
increase in the city population between
vhe term and the other, and the increase
is mainly attributable to the Govermment
giving a Dbelter service than was given
previously, We come uow to another
aspect of this mabter, and of course I
realise that perbaps the figures I am now
about io quote may exeite the same re-
sentment as did some of the figures pub-
lished by the Minister for Mines recenily.
Various erilies will be found to suggest
that there is something further bchind
the figures, and that the figures do not
contain  the whole story. However, I
think that the more the eritics investigate
the fignres in connection with the business
of the Perilh tramways, the more con-
vineed they will be that what I am now
about to say is correct. The operating
costs for 1913 were £48,413. The oper-
aling costs for 1914 were £57,313. In
addition to that there was an expenditure
on belated repairs, on repairs that had
been neglected by the previous owners,
that should have heen emrried out in pre-
vious years, of £9,166, making a total ex-
penditure to the 31st May, 1914, of
£66,479; considerably more, of course,
than was spent in the previous year, but
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we have to take into acepunt the 117,000
odd extra miles that were run and also
the fact thai the employees were working
under slightly better conditions during the
latter period. There is more than justi-
fication for that inereased expenditure
when allowance is made for the amount,
not properly chargeable to the year, for
helated repairs, Now we have this posi-
tion, that with an income of £107495 and
an expenditure of £66479, we have a
eredit balance of £41016. Let us make
the allowance—and I think it is a liberal
allowance—of 4% per ecent. on fhe
amount invested for interest and sinking
fund, and we then have a balance of
£20,5616 which is clear profit to the State
as a vesult of the Government having
embarked on the enterprise of working
the Perth tramways. This alone will go
to show that where the business is there,
where it is not a new business requiring
to be built up, the Government is eapable
of eondueting it with greater advantage
to the general public than previously was
the case. It gous aise to show that whilsi
the profit previously was going out of
Western Australia into the pockets of
shareholders in oiher countries, il iz now
going into Conselidated Revenue, and
will be wused to relieve the bur-
dens that have been existing in the
past in other directions, and will prob-
ably, [ hope, be available for the pur-
pose of enabling the Government to em-
bark in further enterprises of this des-
cription with equal benefit to the people
of the State.

Mr. EHiott: What about the interest
on the loan?

Mr. MeLEOD: T have allowed 45 per
cent. The loan expenditure in this con-
neetion amounts to £489,000.

Mr, Elliott: What about deprecintion?

Mr. MelLEOD: The depreciation will
be more than covered by the balanee left.
As a matter of fact, there is a consider-
able charge for the ordinary depreciation
inelnded in repairs which bave been ecar-
ried out during the year; and the in-
creased facilities will more than compen-
sate for any other contingenecy that is
likely to arise. Now, I want also to ex-
press my appreeiation of the fact that

the Government are continuing their vig-
orous policy of railway building, and,
further, that they are embarking on a
deceniralisation poliey so far as our har-
bours are concerned. It is a matter for
regret, I think, from many points of view,
that a pdlicy of this deseription, giving
proper harhour facilities to every section
of our State, has not been in existence
many years previously. Further than that,
I want to say that T am very pleased in-
deed to see it is now intended to again in-
troduee the Esperance railway proposal. I
trust that that Bill on this oecasion will be
received in another place with a great deal
more favour than has been its fate hither-
to. If any railway in this State is worthy
of being consirueted, it is the lisperance
railway. Settlers bave been down there
for many years exisling on the promise
of the construction of the line for a
considerable time, and the work that they
have been engaged on has certainly justi-
fied 1he building of it. T hope that when
the line has heen carried the short distance
north of Ksperanee, it will not be long
before it is conlinned to Norseman, and
that the people of the goldfields will no
longer be denied that aceess to the sonth-
ern coast whiech should be theirs. Then
it will be no longer necessary for them to
travel the extra distance in order to reach
the sea coast. They will have a port of
their own within easy range, and a good
climale to spend (ke summer months in.
The action of the Government, so far
as this railway is concerned, is to be com-
mended, and T hope that the persistency
which they have displayed over the maiter
will have its reward, and that before this
Parliament eloses the Bill for the con-
struetion of this line, which has failed
to pass so often, will hecome law. There
is another matter to which T desire to
refer, and I think it is unigque so far as
any Parliament in the world is concerned,
namely, the system of free education to
which reference has been made in the
Governo’s Speech. So far as T am
aware, there is not another Government
in existence that ean say that it has been
responsible for a free education policy
right from the kindergarten to the Uni-
versity, I am convineed it is an action
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whieh will iead the way for many other
Parliaments in this ¢continenl and in other
parts to follow, and it will stand for all
time as a monument of the statemanship
and foresight of the Scaddan Government
that they saw [it, immediately they had
the opportuniiy of doing so, to carry into
effecl proposals which they had espoused
for many years previously, namely, to
make education free in reality as well as
in name, and free alse in the sense that
the sons of the poorest would he placed

on an equality with the sons of the richest -

so far as higher ednecation is concerned.
It is pleasing to krow that this alferation
bas been responsible for a material in-
erease in the number of students attend-
ing the secondary and higher educational
institutions, and the School of Mines as
well. This matter, in itself, would be more
than suflicient to justify the existence of
any Government if it were neeessary for
that Government to pin their faith to a
single proposal carried out by them, Be-
fore T conclude, 1 desire briefly to express
my appreciation of the fact that the pro-
gramme as outlined in His Excellency’s
Speech contains proposals {o effeclively
deal with the biggest problems facing
Western Australia. Tn the forefront, we
have the proposal for Consiitntional re-
form, In this matter, we have the experi-
ence of the past to gmnide us, and I think
we are justified in assuming that the Gov-
ernment are sufliciently alive to the posi-
tion to enable them to amend the Consti-
tution so that the people of Western Auns-
tralia may be the real rulers of the coun-
try. T (rust that the Government will
be prepared to face this proposal as if
inevitably must be faced, fully determined
to see it carried into effect. It would be
impossible to eontinue the state of affairs
which has existed during the past two or
three yvears. The GCovernment have a big
majority behind them, and they enjoy the
confidence of a vast majority of the peo-
ple, and yet we see them unable to give
effect to this poliey by reason of the oppo-
sition of another Chamber, representing
bricks and mortar and broad acres, pre-
venting the programme from heing car-
ried info effect. I will also deal briefly
with the proposal to introdnee the meas-

ure to provide for the Inititative and
Referendum. Anyone who claims to be

" democratic will agree that this proposal

is probably one of the most advanced to
be placed before Parliament.

Mr, George: What about the reecall?

Mr. McLEQD; If the recall were in
existence, the hon. member might find that
his constituents would be a considerable
nuisanee to him. The members on this
side of the House would have nothing
to fear from it. T hope als¢ that this
measure will snceeed in passing Lhis and
the other Chamber as well, and that the
Government of this country will, as a
result of these two measures passing, be
placed in the hands of the people of the
State, in the hands of those who are sad-
dled with the burden of providing the
revenue and corrying on the affairs of
the Stale, the people who should be given
an effective voice, I do not desire to go
on at any further length. I think I bave
said sufficient to show that there is every
justifiecation for the matters to which I
have referred, and which are mentioned
in the Governor's Speech. The other mat-
ters to which I have not alluded, like
many of those I have touched upon, more
than justify themselves, I have much
pleasure in moving the following Ad-
dress-in-reply to  His TExecelleney's
Speech—

May it please Your Ercellency—TVe,
the Legislative Assembly of the Parlia-
ment of Wesigrn Australia, in Parlig-
ment assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Mast Gracious Sovereign, and
to thank Your Ezcellency for the
Speech rou have been pleased to ad-
dress to Parliament,

Mr. TURVEY (Swan): In seconding
the motion whieh has been moved by the
latest addition to the ranks of the Lahour
party, I desire to congraiulate that hon.
member on the lucid and eloguent manner
in which he carried out the task entrusted
to him. Tt was only fitting, representing
as he does the important pgold-mining
constituency of Kalgoorlie, that he shonld
devote a considerable portion of his re-
marks to the mining indusiry, When we
speak of our primary industies, we must
not forget that they have received an im-



36 [ASSEMBLY.)

pelus from the mining industry,  The
member for Murray shakes his head, as
much as to doubt the assertion, T regret
that on other occasions members siiting
on the Qpposition benches, some of whom
owe very much indeed, or in faet their all,
to the mining industry, have been mesi
pessimistic in their utterances regarding
the great gold-mining industry. It is
inideed pleasing to learn from the Gov-
crnor’s Speech that the renewal of ac-
tivity on the older goldfields, snch as the
Murchison and Yilgarn, has been respon-
sible for an increased oufput; in faet, I
understand that so far as Yilgarn is con-
eerned the oufput to-day is eonsiderably
greater than it has bheen for many years
past, Nothing further is required to
show the value of the splendid assistance
which has been given the industry and to
prospeelors by the Government in power.
The inereased output is a tribute to the
sympaihelic administralion of the present
Minister for Mines, Yr Collier, and the
able stalf in the Mines Department. While
toneliing on the pessimistic utlerances of
lion. members opposite, 1 cannot forget
the remarks of the member for Pingelly
{Mr. Llarper) made last session in reward
to this indusiry. The hon. member ihen
sugresied that if we wanted to save the
mining industry, it was essential that we
should import kaffirs to work it; in faet,
he went so far as to say that the alien
was a belter worker than the Britisher,
A worlhy patriot indeed is the hon. mem-
ber. While speaking of the goldfields, and
particularly Yilgarn, T may allude to the
controversy whieh has recently taken
place in connection with the water'supply.
Indeed only to-day when the Premier was
speaking, an interjection was made by
the member for Northam (Hen. J. Mit-
chell) to this effect, “What about the water
charges ¥’ T desive to say a few words in
connection with the water c¢harges before
I finish wirh the Yilgarn goldfields. I paid
a visit to the eastern agricultural area
some time age, and there I found the
farmers were saying they were being
charged an excessive price for water, and
that the present Government were spoon-
feeding the mining industry, so far as the
water supplies were concerned, at the cost

of the agrieultural industry. Subse-
quently 1 proceeded to the Yilgarn gold-
field, and I discovered there that the
mining people were condemning the (lov-
ernment becanse they were spoon-feeding
the agriculturists so far as the water
supplies were concerned, at the expense
of the mining industry, and, in order to
prove their case, these men on the gold-
fields produced the latest report of the
goldfields water supply, a perusal of
which revealed the fact rhat so far as the

" agricultural reticulation extensions were

concerned. 276 miles of piping had been
laid at a capital eost of £60,000, or £225
per mile, The working expenses on the
276 miles of piping were estimated at
about £22, and the receipts were £18,
showing a loss of about £4 per mile. And
noi showing, of course. one peuny being
repaid, so far as the initial eapital eost of
£60,000 was eoncerned, On the alber hand,
one extension of 22 miles, in Lhe Yilgarn
district, al a capital cost of £4,049, re-
turned to  the department in one year
£7,672, Tt more than paid the whole of
the eapital cost of the scheme in one year,
or refnrned a sum of no less than £348
per mile, whilst the pipe laid in the agri-
cultural arens showed a loas of £4 or £5
per mile, I know some hon, members wil
say the agricultural industry is there for-
ever, and they will tell us that the bottom
is dropping out of the mining industry.
The fact that the Yilgarmn field shows to-
day an output alwmost equal to Coolgardie
in its hoom days proves that mining will
go a long way vet before arriving at the
stage suggested by the hon. member for
Pingelly (Mr. Harper). In the wheat
belt the water seheme is showing a loss of
£4 or £5 a mile, while on the mining pipe
track T referred to the return is a
most  profitable one.  The goldfields
coniribute ahout three-fourths of the
revenue received by the department,
and therefore the people in the mining
areas have justification in asking
that they might be given a water
supply at a cheaper rate, in order that
some of the low-grade propositions might
be treated. T do not suggest that the
farming industry should be charged an
excessive rale, but I mentioned those fig-
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ures to prove that there is nothing in the
parrot ery which we hear from some hon,
members to the effect that our farmers
are being charged exorbitant rates for
water. The losses are made in the agri-
cuitural belt, and I would advise the mem-
ber for Northama (Hen. J, Mitehell), and
others who are continually making these
accusations agninst the Government, to
study the latest report issued by the Gold-
fields Water Supply Depariraent. Whilst
on this question it is as well that the peo-
ple of the Siate should know what the
CGovermnent have had to face in connec-
tion witl e goldfields water supply. As
hon. members are aware, a great deal of
corroston has taken plaee in lhe 30-in.
main, and it was essential that some miles
of that piping shounld be taken up and
renewed. New pipes were laid down be-
tween Nos, T and 2 pumping stations, and
lhe ecorrosion was so bad in places that
the Government were faced with the posi-
tion of constructing a 10-million gallon
reservoir at Walzoorlie at a cost of
£40,000. Nol only have iliey thus safe-
guarded the supply of the goldfields, but
they have constructed ancther 10-million
gallon reservoir al Mount Illiza, at a cost
of something tike £33,000, in order to give
the metropolitan avea an assured supply.
Then, in he northern suburbs, at Mount
Haswihorn, another reservoir is in eourse
of construeiion and will soon be completed.
So the Government have taken every pre-
caution to ensore {o the agricultural areas
and the goldfields that they shal! have a
definite supply of water. Let me here
say, too, that 1 understand the Govern-
menl have recently put down bores in the
Mundaring Weir, wtih a view to lesting
the wall to see if it be possible to add
a few more feet to its height, so as to im-
pound a greater quantity of water and
then supply the metropolitan area. [
would mrge upon Ministers to wzive the
matter the most serions consideration. I
do not like the idea of puiting all the eggs
in one basket, so to speak. Already we
have the goldfields dependent on Mundar-
ing. Year after year they are becoming
more and more dependent on it, while
vear affer year our agricnltural areas,
particularly those east of Northam, also
are becoming more and more depentlent

upon that supply. If we tap that supply
for the metropolitan area we will have, in
addition to the goldfields and the agricul-
tural districts, the metropolitan area also
becoming dependent on that one source.
I think we have ample proof that walls in
other parts of the world, supposed to be as
good as that at Mundaring, have broken,
with disastrous results, I hope ne such
disaster will ever overtake the wall at
Mundaring, but, should it do so, what a
ealamity it would be if we bad the metro-
politan area, the agrienitural districis, and
the goldfields district all dependent on that
one water supply. I have always advo-
cated the eslablishment of another supply

in the Canning River. By the eon-
strunetion of a dam there a bigger
body of water ecould be impounded

than is impounded in the Helena River
to-day, and there is this advantage,
that the two schemes could become
interdependent, thal is to say, with one
additional pumping station, water could
be pumped from the Canning fo the Mun-
daring scheme, and thus, if any mishap
should overiake the Mundaring wall, the
zoldfields and the agricultural areas eould
be temporarily sopplied from the Canning,
and vice versa, if disaster should overtake
the Canning seheme, the metropolitan peo-
ple could then draw temporarvily from the
Mundaring reservoir. I hope the Govern-
ment will give that seheme consideration
and hesitate before adding to the Mundar-
ing wall. T desire to congrainlate the
Governmeni on having faced the ques-
tion of the amalgamation of the Water
Supply Depaviments. Since the offices
have been amalgamated there has been
greater eoncentration on the part of the
officers; apart altogether from any saving
in aetnal eash by way of salaries and rent,
there has been greafer eoncentration of
effort on the part of the officers, with re-
sults beneficial to the people of the State,
We have heard to-day the repeated parrot
cries to which we have been listening ever
since the Labour Government eame into
office, namely that they have done nothing
for the farmers. Questions were asked
to-day as to what was going to be done
with the money represented by the Sup-
ply Bill. The member for Northam (Hon.
J. Mitehell) deplores the fact that no-
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thing is being done for the farmers. 1T
want to say, not only has the Government
been assisting them in the maiter of water
supplies, hut also they have been assisting
the farmers considerably more ihan pre-
vious Governments through the Agricul-
tural Bank. 1t was left to the Labour
Government to nerease the capital of the
Agricultural Bank and also to increase
the amount thai could be advanced to
seitlers. Prior to the Labour Government
coming inlo power, or in 13%10-11, the
sum of £283,000 was advanced to farmers
through the Agrieultural Bank and
£243,000 was returned by way of repay-
ments, leaving only £40,000 additional
capital to be found. But on top of that
came a bad season and in 1911-12 a big-
ger sum, nearly double, or £405,000, was
advanced through the Bank, but only
£102,000 was returned in repayments,
This was due to the sympathetie adminis-
tration of the present Minister for Lands
and his officers. Tnstead of pressing the
farmers for their repayments, and their
interest and rents, only £102,000 was re-
turned, leaving the Labour (Government
in ifs first year to find, not £40,000 addi-
tional eapilal, but no less than £303,000.
In the following year there was a larger
sum still to be found, but I am glad to say
that lhe better season following has im-
proved the position. However, the posi-
tion to-day is that during the last two
years of Liberal Administration the sum
advanced to farmers throngh the Agricul-
tural Bank was £535,556, while during
the time the Labour Government has been
in  power, a little over two years,
£1,507,147 has Deen advanced to the
seltlers through the Agrienléural Bank,
or a little over twice as much as was ad-
vauced during the two years referred to.
Not only have the Government assisted
the farmers in this direction by refraining
from pressing them for repayments and
interest, but they have assisted in other
ways, and it must he patent to every hon.
member, including the member for Nor-
tham, who continnally wants to know
what is going to be done for the farmers,
that the Government have advanced seed
wheat, supplied the farmers with man-
ures, and have even arranged for stores
acconnts in many distriets. Tn regard ko

the reclassification of land, it will be re-
membered that when the member for Nor-
tham was Minister for Lands he raised
the price of land. 1t was not a fair pro-
position o classify our lands on the boom
seasons that then existed. The classifica-
tion should have heen made on the fair
average season. [ am glad to know that
it was left to a Labour Minister to ap-
point ihe reclassification board to quire
into this matter, and 1 am sure that when
their recommendation comes before the
Government, it will be that a classifica-
tion should he made on a fair average
season and not on the best of seasons.
For years past we have heard that it was
neeessary that ihe farmers should have
assistance in the way of bulk handling of
grain,  Again eredit is due to the Labour
Government for having appointed 2
board to go into this matier, and T helieve
that boavrd has reecommended that the sys-
tem be infroduced. This is thanks to the
Labour Government. I mention this in
passing 1n order that the member for Pin-
gelly (Mr, Harper) may not overlook the
faet 1hat this Government have done more
lo assist the farmers than have any previ-
ous (overnments.

My, Harper: By inereasing taxation.

Mr. TURVEY: Tor whaet purpose did
the Labour Govermment erect those mag-
nifieent works at Rocky Bay, if not to
assist the farmers, who have been sending
£250,000 a year out of the State for agnm-
cultural implements which eould be manu-
factured, and which are being manufae-
tured at Rocky Bay? Those workshops
are turning out a good article at about
25 or 30 per cent. less than that which
the farmers previously had to pay for it.
Further, I am pleased to know that the
men engaged at Rocky Bay are working
under good conditions, which is an im-
portant factor. Then again the Govern-
ment have seriously taken up the matter
of encouraging agricultural edueation.
An agrienltural farm scheol has been es-
tablished at Narrogin and others will be
established in varions centres, so that to-
day, so far as agricultural eduecation is
concerned, our young men are placed on
an enqual footing with those residing in
the Eastern States. In connection with
agricultural railways, I have yet to learn
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that any hon. member on the Government
side of the ‘House has ever raised his
voice or voted against a genuine proposi-
tion of this kind, and I have yet to learn
that hon. members of the Opposition who
can sez so much harm in State eater-
prises have had very much to say against
State-built agricultural railways. Mew-
bers of the Opposition do not demand
that State agrieultural railways should
pay from their inception, or that they
shall be established as profit-making eon-
cerns within three years,

Mr. Underwood: The hon, member for
Geraldton would not say that.

The Minister for Mines: Some of these
railways are not paying after seven years.

Me. TCRVEY: But let the State dare
go to lhe assistance of the North-West
people who cannot be afforded railway
faciliiies and hon. members want to know
at once whether it is a paying proposi-
tion.

Mr. Underwood interjected,

Mr. TURVEY : There is one hon. mem-
ber opposite who last session rose in his
place once a week, I think, to ask thai
the balance-sheet regarding the State
steamship serviee he produced. Again, so
far as the agrieultural industry is con-
cerned the Government set about resuming
land at West Perth in order to bnild mar-
kets to benefit the producer. It was
undoubtedly for the benefit of the pro-
ducer that these resumptions fook place,
and I understnnd that the whole of the
market proposition is at present under
consideration with a view to its early
erection. If these things are not for the
benefit of the primary producer of Wesl-
ern Australia T would like hon. members
to point out whom they are to benefit. [
desire to pay tribute to the good work
which is being done by Mr. Sutton, the
Cominissioner for the Wheat Belt.

Mr. Harper: He was not appointed by
the Labour CGovernment.

Mr, TURVEY: I care not by whom he
was appointed. He is an able man and
and it is pleasing to be able to pay tribute
to his good work., I trust that he may
long continve with the staff. he has at
present to carry out the good work he
has taken in hand. T am pleased that

he, under the policy of the Minister for
Lands and his colleagues, has undertaken
to supply the farmers with pure seed
wheat.

Mr. Broun: It is pure too!

Mr, TURVEY: Qur State farms ought
to be capable of doing much in this diree-
tion,

Mr. Broun: You ought to try it.

Me, TURVEY: And I believe Mr. Sut-
ton has already revolutionised the State
farms in ihis direction,

The Minister for Lands: Anything of
Sutton’s is absolutely pure.

Mr. Broun: No.

Mr. TURVEY: The hon. member for
Beverley knows quile well that the Min-
ister is correct.

Mr. Broun: No, I do net.

Mr. TURVEY: Hon. members oppos-
ite—or some of them—are at all times
ready ta point out that the same progress
is not being made in the selection of
land at present as was made one or two
vears ago. | am glad that the Minister
for Lands has taken the stand le las in
regard fo this matter, and that he views
his land policy, not in the light of the
acreage selected, but of the acreage put
to good use and development, and so long
as he can show an increase in the area
of land ringbarked, cultivated, and dec-
veloped generally, this is all that is re-
quired, In faoct, the action of the Gov-
ernment in withdrawing from selection
some of the subdivistons remote from a
railway and some not likely to be served
for many years, has had the effect of
restricting selection, but it has not had
the effect of stopping the development of
selected areas, and it is gratifying to
know that there has been a considerable
increase in thiz direction.

The Minister for Lands: A record in-
crease.

Mr. Harper: To whom do you attri-
bute that?

Mr. Munsie: To the administration of
the present Government.

Mr. TURVEY : The very fact that to-
day there is nnder cultivation 1% million
acres compared with a quarter of a mil-
lion acres ten years ago, and the fact that
we are exporting wheat, is sufficient proof
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of the soundness of the Minister’s policy.
Ten years ago Western Australia had to
import wheal in order to make up the
shorlage in consumpltion over preduction.
This year it is estimated that our export
of wheat will amount to ahout nine mil-
lion bushels. [t is gratifying also to
know that there has been a considerable
inerease in the quantity of flour exported.
This is a matter of considerable interest
to the farmers and particularly to the
people who are engaged in the dairying
industry and in pig raising, because il
means that the offal from the mills is
available and that the prices of bran and
pollard ave brought down to the level of
those ruling in the Eastern States, a con-
dition of affairs previously unknown in
Western Auwstralia. The Government
bhave not confined their energies solely
to the wheat belt, but have also been
very active in assisting the dairying in-
dusiry., and those who are engaged in it
ghould appreciate the whole-souled en-
thusiasm of Mr. Connor, the Commis-
sioner for the Sounth-West, After Mr.
Connor has spent a few years in the good
work he is doing in the South-West, much
will have been accomplished to success-
fully establish in Western Australia the
dairving industry which we so much re-
quire. Much has been said by hon, mem-
bers in this House and on the public
platform to the effect that we are send-
ing out of this State something like
£2500 a day for dairy products which
could he produced in Western Australia,
but when the Government took the earli-
est opporlunity to cheek this cutgoing
and retain the money in the State, mem-
bers of the Opposition and their friends
in another place did their level best to
damn the proposition. T intend to deal
with this partienlar matter later on, Not
only has the dairying indusiry been as-
sisted by the Labour Government, bul
the fruit industry also has received vers
great help from them.  Through the
efforts of the expert staff connected with
the Department of Agrieulture the high
prices on the London and Continental
markets for our froits bave been main-
tained. This is to a large extent due
to the good work done by the

growers in the first place, and also
to the careful supervision of the
packing and marketine of the fruit; but
some credit is also due to the experts eon-
nected with the department. Last year
about 140,000 cases were exported from
this State. So far as the local distribution
of fruit is voneerned I would welcome the
establishment of markets at \West Perth.

Mr. Harper: The libevals gave the fruit
industry a good start.

Mr, TURVEY: 1 recognise the value
of these markets, particnlarly to (he fruit
growing industry. I am glad to learn
that the Government have established a
State orchard, and I think there is ample
scope for them to start a State nursery.
A large number of young trees are heing
brought into this State. A considerable
ares of land is being planted every year.
At the present time there are 22,164
acres of land under orchards and vines.
This area is being added to year by vear.
Young trees are being brought in from
the other States, and I believe that the
people engaged in the fruit growing in-
dustry would be pleased if the Goverm
ment establisked a State nursery, because
it would be possible to supply them with
trees gunranteed to be frue to name.
We have many reputable nurserymen in
this State, and probably nurserymen in
the Eastern States ave to blame for the
loss which has been occasioned by supply-
ing lrees not true to name. TFrequently
men affer clearing their land, bave pur-
chased 500 or 1,000 trees of a marketable
or export variety, and, after waiting for
three or five years, have discovered that
the trees were not true to name and were
absolntely worthless, Tn consequence of
these blunders I have seen trees taken
ount afier having heen in the ground for
three or four years, and others planted
in their places. I trust that the Commis-
sioner for the Friut Industry, Mr. Moody,
will now direct his attention to the dry-
ing, canning, and preserving of fruits. It
is essential to proteect our fruit growers,
and particularly growers of soft froits
from the effect of glutted markets, and
jundging by the quantity of jams and pre-
served froits imported from the FKastern
States there is ample scope for the es-
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tablishment of this industry loeally, and
the time bhas arrived when the commis-
sioner eould with henefit, not only to the
froit growers but also to the people of
the State as a whole, devote attention to
the drving, canning and preserving of
fruit. T would like to impress upon that
official also, through my remarks in the
House, Ihe necessity for coping with the
most dreaded pest which has ever infested
the orchards of Western Australia, I
refer to the fruit fly. Recently there was
an oulbreak of codlin moth in the or-
chards of Katanning, and it is indeed a
tribute to the good work of the eommnis-
signer and his staff that they were able
to check that outhreak as they did
Though the codlin moth is a most serious
pest in the orchard, we have ynfortunately
a far more serious one in the fruoit fly.
The people of Western Aunstralin gener-
ally do not recognise the ravages it is
eausing in eur orchards. T have seen whole
orchards—ecerlainly not very large oles—
ahsolutely devastated through the ravages
of the fruit fly, It has been necessary Lo
strip every single fruit off the trees, and
not one was fit to send to market. So far
the departmental officials have heen able
to cope with it only by adopting the very
primitive method of putting kerosene in
traps or sancers or something of the kind.
If i{he eowmissioner and his staff re-
doubled their energies it might be the
means of saving many thousands of
pounds to the fruit growers of Western
Australia. May I now ask, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. for permission te continue my
reinarks at the next sitting of the House?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tt is not
possible for me to grant permission to
the hon. member, hut if it is the desire
of the House that the hon. member he
miven such leave it is solely in the hands
of the House to grant if, but a motion to
that effect will be necessary.

The PREMIER: Tt is not usnal, on
the opening day, to sit after the tea hour.
Therefore I move—

That the hon. member be given leave
to conlinue his remarks al the next sit-
ting of the House.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Will that be on
Thursday or on Tuesday next?

The PREMIER: On Thursday.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why not make it
Tuesday?

Motion (leave to continue) passed; the
debate adjourned.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF

COMMITTEES,
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The

Speaker desires me to announee that he
has nominated the members for Coolgardie
(Mr. MeDowall), Albany (Mr. Price),
and Kimberley (Mr. Male), as temporary
CGhairmen of Committees for the session.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECGIAL.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan}
moved—

That the House al its rising do ad-
Journ until 4.30 p.m. on Thursday, the
2nd July. '

Question passed.

House adjourned at 6.16 pm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m,, and read prayers.
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relating to fees for vold dealers’ licenses



